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UACC 
MISSION STATEMENT
The Uptown Arts & Culture Coalition is Seattle’s member-led non-profit organization for advancing the arts 
in Uptown. We strengthen and support an important network of people—cultural organizations, arts 
professionals, policymakers, civic leaders, developers, and neighborhood residents—all working to 
increase the participation in and evolution of arts and culture in the Uptown neighborhood and across 
Seattle.

While we serve more than forty-five arts and cultural organizations, we also serve every Uptown resident, 
Seattleite, arts patron, and tourist by working diligently to bring the arts to all people through advocacy, 
relationship building and research.
 

OUR VALUES
• The arts are essential to human and community vitality

• All people have a right to access to the arts

• Cross-cultural and interdisciplinary collaboration have the power to ignite creativity and create 
community
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The Uptown Arts & Culture Coalition makes its 
impacts through advocacy, relationship building, and 
research.

In 2017, those key aspects of our work put our 
organization on a path to future growth and 
success. This year marked the approval of the 
Uptown Arts & Culture Coalition both as an official 
Arts & Culture District of Seattle and as a 
Washington State Non-Profit.

In this seminal year we sought input from 
stakeholders within Uptown and across the city to 
inform our priorities and our mission. We launched 
several foundational infrastructure elements to allow 
us to be resilient and responsive in the years to 
come.

Seattle faces some unique challenges and 
opportunities in continuing rapid change and 
economic growth. 

As we shared with our members on the brink of 
2018, we will continue to make the case for arts and 
culture as a cornerstone of healthy, inspired, and 
equitable communities; a safeguard against racism; 
a champion of freedom of expression; a driver of 
economic prosperity; a bridge between cultures; a 
creator of empathy; and a venue for dialogue, 
respectful criticism, healing and hope.

We know that the arts--and this extraordinary 
community of arts supporters, professionals, and 
leaders--will continue to make lasting, positive 
impacts.

Thank you for working with us, thank you for 
championing the arts in our community, and thank 
you for believing in the transformative power of the 
arts.

from the executive committee
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CULTURAL DISTRICT FORMATION 
In October 2017, the City of Seattle granted official 
designation of Uptown as an Arts & Cultural District. It was the 
culmination of nearly two years of advocacy and effort from 
UACC and our community.

Engaged more than 20 partner organizations in community meetings

Cultural District designation awarded in September 2017

Formed Board of Directors and its Executive Committee

Provisional Cultural District status awarded in November 2016

Established fiscal sponsorship through Shunpike
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ADVOCACY & ACTIVISM 
By speaking up as an organized entity, the UACC brought 
concerns from the arts community to the forefront of civic 
discussions about KeyArena and affordable housing in 
Uptown.

Provided feedback to the City for scoping the Seattle Center 
Arena Environmental Impact Statement

Board members met with Office of Arts and Culture and Office 
of Housing to advocate for new policy opportunities for 
affordable housing for artists and arts/cultural workers in 
Uptown

Sent board members to the Office of Arts and Culture’s 
“Square Feet Seattle” workshop focused on making and 
preserving affordable workspaces for Seattle artists 

Provided feedback to the Seattle City Council regarding the 
Seattle Center Arena Memorandum of Understanding
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The UACC believes that cross-cultural and interdisciplinary collaboration have the power to ignite creativity 
and create community. The UACC participated this summer in the Seattle Center Summer Youth Employment 
Project by sponsoring an intern.  The intern worked with the Board on our summer Neighborhood Night Out 
event and conducted a mini-research project on the needs and preferences of younger residents in the 
community.  The campus interns presented a culminating event in August on "code switching" as part of the 
program's emphasis on race and cultural diversity in the workplace, one of UACC's key themes as we move 
forward.  
 
The Board also collaborated with the Uptown Alliance in examining opportunities for building workforce artist 
housing in Uptown.  Our goal is to ensure that our artists and workers who are employed in the community 
are able to access affordable workspace and living quarters.  

Commitment to racial equity and 
social justice
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2017 community events

August 1

N i g h t  O u t

October 11

R e z o n e  B i l l  
S i g n i n g

Fall 2017

S t o r e f r o n t s  
U N [ c o n t a i n e d ]

October  30

A r e n a  
D e s i g n
O p e n  H o u s e
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STAKEHOLDER 
ORGANIZATIONS
Academy of Interactive 
Entertainment (AIE)

A/NT Gallery
Art-In-A-Box

ArtsED Washington
ArtsFund
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation Discovery Center

Book-It Repertory Theatre
Canlis Glass
Chihuly Garden and Glass

Institute for New Connotative 
Action (INCA)

KCTS 9
KEXP
MarQueen Hotel’s Tin Lizzie 
Lounge

McCaw Hall

MoPOP
Music4Life

Northwest Folklife
On the Boards
One Degree Events
One Reel
Pacific Northwest Ballet

Pacific Science Center
Pottery Northwest
Queen Anne Historical 
Society

Seattle Center
Seattle Children’s Museum
Seattle Children’s Theater

Seattle Opera
Seattle Printmakers Center
Seattle Repertory Theatre

Seattle Shakespeare 
Company

Seattle Storm (WBCOS)
SIFF Film Center

SIFF Cinema Uptown
Prima Vera Arts Center
Space Needle
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Teen Tix

Ten Mercer
The Vera Project
Theatre Puget Sound
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UACC BOARD
2018 Executive Committee
President……………………………….Cyrus Despres, KEXP

Vice President…………………………Jackie Ernst, The Ostara Group

Secretary……………………………….Alana Knaster, formerly of The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation                                                          

Treasurer.…………………….…….…..Tara Wefers, Pottery Northwest

Community Engagement Chair..…….Pinky Estell, Cornish College of the Arts

Board Members
Charlotte Beall, The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation; Christophe Chagnard, KING FM; Cara Egan, The 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation; Sara Everett, Barrientos RYAN; Rev. Sara Fischer, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church; Debi Frausto, Uptown Alliance; Rick Hooper, Uptown Alliance; Julia Levitt, Seattle Center; Tom 
Mara, KEXP; Anne Hack, AEG Live; Juanita Unger, El Centro de la Raza
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financial summary

Fiscal sponsorship
In July 2017, the UACC was approved for fiscal 
sponsorship by Shunpike. Shunpike is the 501(c)(3) 
non-profit agency that provides independent arts 
groups in Washington State with the services, 
resources, and opportunities they need to forge their 
own paths to sustainable success. The  agreement 
makes it possible for the UACC to accept tax-
deductible donations, and provides administrative 
support for processing payments on behalf of the 
UACC. 

Donated funds
In 2017, donated funds totaled approximately 
$3,000. We are grateful to the Oak View Group 
(OVG) for their leadership gift of $2,500 to open the 
UACC account. Additional funds were contributed 
from individual donors. 

City funding
The designation of Uptown as an Arts & Cultural 
District by the City of Seattle’s Office of Arts & 
Culture brings financial resources up to $50,000 to 
pay for expenses related to placemaking, 
wayfinding and branding of the district, or other 
investments approved by the Office of Arts and 
Culture.

Fundraising and Budgeting in 2018
The Executive Committee is conservatively 
assessing short-term and long-term investments to 
achieve our vision and plan in 2018. Branding for 
the district is a top priority for the Committee this 
year.

In 2018, we will continue to raise funds through 
individual donors, grant applications, and corporate 
sponsorships. 

Please consider supporting UACC’S efforts on 
behalf of Uptown’s arts and cultural community with 
a donation online through shunpike.org or the 
UACC Facebook page. 

To learn more about supporting UACC, please 
contact treasurer Tara Wefers at info@uacc.art.

Uptown Arts & Culture Coalition is fiscally sponsored by Shunpike. Shunpike is the 501(c)(3) non-profit agency that provides 
independent arts groups in Washington State with the services, resources, and opportunities they need to forge their own 
paths to sustainable success.

http://shunpike.org
https://www.facebook.com/UptownACC/
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vision 2018

Our Work:
• Integrate the arts across the geography of Uptown from Seattle Center to the Heart of Uptown and beyond

• Develop and measure our creative economy

• Advocate for arts in our community

• Build awareness and visibility of the new Uptown Arts and Cultural District  

In 2018, the UACC has three priorities: 
Identity & Brand

The UACC is launching a community building identity and branding project that will capture and distill the values, beliefs, and 
desires of Uptown into visual forms that become points of connection and perception for those who live, visit or create in Uptown.. 

Relationship Building

The UACC will engage arts and cultural organizations, residents and businesses throughout the Uptown community, such that the 
UACC becomes known as a vital resource for arts advocacy and networking. As part of these efforts, the UACC continues to 
advocate for affordable housing for cultural workers in Uptown, and to lead an impact study of Uptown’s creative economy.

Infrastructure 

The UACC continues to evolve its digital infrastructure to facilitate collaboration and visibility.
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THANK YOU

Councilmember Sally Bagshaw 
Alberta Bleck

Chihuly Garden and Glass
KEXP

Oak View Group
Bill Ritchie*

Matthew Richter

Seattle Office of Arts and Culture
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Uptown Alliance
Rob Thomas*

Nicholas Walls*

* indicates former board member

The UACC gives special thanks to those individuals and organizations who 
provided mission-critical support in our first year of operations. 
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get involved:
info@uacc.art

mailto:info@uacc.art

